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ABSTRACT:

This paper, entitled "Reading the provisions on the protection of cultural property
during armed conflicts through the most important international conventions”, aims to
highlight the importance of cultural property regionally and internationally, which
necessitated international law to provide the necessary protection both in times of war and
peace. The protection of cultural property during armed conflicts is one of the most
important topics that has occupied the international community, given the violations it is
subjected to during the wars, which has made the issue of its protection necessary, and
because it concerns the identity and culture of peoples, and that is why it has sought the
international community has to control the provisions and rules to control the situation and
ensure maximum protection, and because the violation of cultural property does not
concern a particular people but involves all humanity, many international conventions have
been concluded, perhaps the most prominent of which is the Hague Convention 1954 and its
first and second protocol, and its Protocol | and I, the latter covering the inadequacy and
incapacity that has been created by the Hague Convention and its Protocol |
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The study concluded that:

e Protocol Il of the Convention represents a major leap in the protection of cultural
property during armed conflicts, through its development of a strengthened
protection system and an institutional framework that ensures the implementation
of protection rules and the criminalization of violations that sets a precedent in
international humanitarian law.

e The most prominent problems are the lack of legal mechanisms for accountability in
the case of violations of the provisions of international conventions. This made these
agreements just empty slogans.

e The problem is not the effectiveness of the provisions or the measures needed to
establish protection. Rather, they lack the practical application of their provisions,
because of the considerable gap between the legal texts developed and their
practical application.

Keywords: cultural property-legal protection- international conventions -armed conflicts.
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