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Abstract:

This study addresses the use of medical terms contained in the
Unified Medical Dictionary in a COVID-19 terminology dictionary. It
highlights the extent to which these terms have been used to produce a
specialized dictionary that keeps pace with the global health situation
represented by the COVID-19 pandemic. The importance of the study
stems from the need to revitalize previous lexicographical efforts to

address new medical terms imposed by the pandemic.

The research draws on a comparison between the Unified Medical
Dictionary, a rich source of medical terminology, and the COVID-19
Terminology Dictionary, a model dictionary developed under the urgent
need to standardize concepts related to the virus. It also discusses
mechanisms for leveraging unified dictionaries to create contextual
dictionaries, and analyzes the methodology used to generate the new

terms and their adherence to lexical and scientific standards.



. alial

The COVID-19 glossary partially draws on the Unified Medical
Dictionary, but in some instances, it lacks lexical consistency and precise
standardization. This highlights the need to develop mechanisms for
integrating medical dictionaries and adopt a unified linguistic policy for

Arabic scientific and medical publishing.

The study also addressed the importance of standardizing medical
terminology to support understanding among healthcare professionals,
clearly demonstrating the extent of the disparity between standardized

terminology and non-standard or unused terminology.

In this study, we also found that the terms not used in the medical
dictionary do not only belong to the medical field, but also to other fields,

such as the political, social, and statistical fields.

The study concludes that the lack of standardization leads to patient
confusion and poor quality of healthcare. It also highlights the importance
of leveraging modern resources and unifying international efforts to
overcome these challenges. Standardization is not an urgent necessity; it

must be part of a global project to support medical practice.



