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Abstract

This study examines the reality of religious values in light of the second-
generation educational reforms through a content analysis of school
textbooks of the third cycle of primary education. The textbook is considered
a central medium for transmitting values and shaping learners’ perceptions
at a critical stage of their educational trajectory. The study adopts a
sociological-educational perspective that highlights the relationship
between the educational system and other social systems, emphasizing the
role of the school in reflecting the state’s philosophy and its religious and
cultural identity through curricula.

The study aims to reveal the extent to which religious values are present,
the ways in which they are represented within learning contents, and the
degree of their alignment with the general orientations of the second-
generation reforms, which seek to balance the requirements of
modernization with the preservation of national constants. To achieve these
objectives, the study relies on content analysis to examine third-cycle
textbooks across all subjects, in addition to questionnaires and interviews
used to explore teachers’ attitudes toward the study dimensions, allowing
for both quantitative and qualitative analysis.

The findings indicate that religious values remain present in school
textbooks, particularly in their doctrinal and ritual dimensions; however,
their presence is relatively limited compared to ethical, human, and social
values, which dominate the value framework of the educational content.
This distribution reflects a reform-oriented educational approach aimed at
broadening the value system to include citizenship, coexistence, respect for
law, and social awareness, while maintaining religious values as a
fundamental reference without excluding them.

Furthermore, the analysis of teachers’ attitudes reveals their awareness of
qualitative changes in the way religious concepts are presented and their
perception that the reforms seek to achieve a balance between religious and
civic values. Nevertheless, the comparison between teachers’ perceptions
and the empirical results of the content analysis highlights a noticeable gap
between social representations and the actual content, suggesting that the
impact of the reforms is more evident in pedagogical practices and teaching
methods than in a quantitative increase in religious values within textbooks.



The study concludes that the second-generation educational reforms did
not aim to weaken religious values but rather to reposition them within a
broader value system that responds to the requirements of modern
socialization and contemporary social challenges. This calls for clearer
strategies in the distribution of values within curricula and stronger
integration among school subjects to ensure a balanced and coherent
presence of religious values alongside ethical, social, and national values,
thereby contributing to the development of a well-balanced personality
capable of positive integration into a rapidly changing world.

Keywords:

Religious values, educational reforms, second-generation curricula, school
textbooks, primary education.
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