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Abstract:

The penal order is considered one of the modern legal
mechanisms adopted by the Algerian legislator as an alternative
procedure to public prosecution. It is based on expediting the
adjudication of minor criminal cases and alleviating the increasing
burden on courts. This procedure enables the Public Prosecution
or the competent judge to issue a penal order that may include
either an acquittal or the imposition of a financial fine only, without
the need to resort to the ordinary public trial procedures. Despite
its proven effectiveness in improving the performance of the
judicial system and rationalizing its resources, it simultaneously
raises a number of fundamental legal issues concerning the extent
to which it guarantees the rights of the accused and ensures a fair

trial.
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