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Abstract

Environmental crimes are among the most serious contemporary
crimes due to their harmful effects on the environment, public health, and
natural resources. This has prompted legislators to establish specific legal
mechanisms to combat them. This research addresses the issue of the
prosecution of environmental crimes through an inspection and
examination of the legal framework governing them. It discusses the
concept, characteristics, and legal elements of environmental crimes,
highlighting their distinctive nature compared to traditional crimes in
terms of evidence, consequences, and impacts.

The study also examines the authorities legally empowered to detect

and investigate environmental offenses, whether they possess general or
specialized jurisdiction, and clarifies their roles in conducting
investigations, inspections, and taking the necessary measures to establish
environmental violations. Furthermore, the research analyzes the
procedural rules governing the initiation and conduct of public prosecution
before the competent judicial authorities, as well as the role played by the
Public Prosecutor’s Office and environmental protection associations in
this field.In addition, the study explores the main grounds that may exclude
criminal liability in environmental crimes and discusses certain procedural
specificities related to their prosecution. The research concludes that
effective environmental protection depends not only on the existence of
legal provisions but also on strengthening inspection and prosecution
mechanisms and providing the necessary human and technical resources to
detect and prove environmental crimes, thereby ensuring deterrence,
environmental protection, and the achievement of sustainable development.

Keywords: Environmental Crime, Inspection of Environmental Crimes,
Judicial Police, Public Prosecution, Criminal Proceedings, Environmental
Protection, Criminal Liability, Sustainable Development.
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