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Abstract  
Oil pollution represents one of the most serious threats facing the marine and coastal 

environment  due to its negative impacts on ecosystems  natural resources  and coastal-
related economic activities. The growing risks resulting from this type of pollution have led 
to increased legal interest in protecting marine coasts through the establishment of a legal 
framework aimed at preventing such damages and mitigating their effects. 

This study reveals that the Algerian legislator has attached particular importance to 
protecting marine coasts from oil pollution by establishing a legal framework based on a set 
of legislative and regulatory texts  as well as international conventions. This framework is 
further supported by regulatory and procedural mechanisms that seek to detect and confront 
environmental violations. Furthermore  it has established criminal protection based on 
criminalizing actions that cause oil pollution and assigning criminal liability to the 
perpetrators—whether they are natural or legal persons—while subjecting them to penalties 
aimed at achieving deterrence and protecting the marine environment. 

The study concludes that the effectiveness of criminal protection for marine coasts does 
not depend solely on the existence of legal texts  but is also tied to how well they are applied 
and the activation of monitoring and follow-up mechanisms  thereby ensuring the reduction 
of oil pollution crimes and enhancing the protection of the coastal environment. 
Consequently  preserving marine coasts requires supporting legislative and regulatory 
efforts  as well as fostering awareness of the importance of environmental protection as an 
essential element for achieving sustainable development and guaranteeing the rights of 
future generations. 
Key word: Pollution  Petroleum  Marine coasts  Environmental crimes  Sustainable 
development 


