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Abstract

This This study addresses the crime of electronic defamation in Algerian
legislation, as one of the most prominent emerging crimes resulting from the
digital revolution. It has come to constitute a serious assault on the rights inherent
to human personality, foremost the right to honor, reputation, and the inviolability
of private life, due to the characteristics of the digital space: rapid spread, wide
scope of damages, and difficulty of controlling their effects.

The study addressed the subject through two chapters. The first was devoted
to the conceptual framework of the crime of electronic defamation, addressing its
definition, characteristics, distinction from similar crimes such as insult, slander,
and blackmail, and a review of its various forms and manifestations. The second
was devoted to its legal framework through the analysis of its constituent
elements, criminal and civil liability, the study of prosecution procedures and
digital means of evidence, as well as the legal and preventive mechanisms adopted
to combat it.

The study concluded that the Algerian legislator has not devoted to the
crime of electronic defamation an independent legislative text, but rather
addressed its content through the provisions related to the crimes of slander,
insult, and violation of private life. The current legislative system remains
insufficient to encompass the emerging forms related to artificial intelligence
technologies and deepfakes, which requires devoting an independent legislative
text to it, developing specific provisions criminalizing the use of these
technologies in its commission, strengthening the capabilities of specialized
bodies, and launching awareness campaigns to protect its vulnerable victims.

Keywords: Electronic  defamation, cybercrime, privacy, artificial
intelligence, criminal liability, Algerian legislation.
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