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Abstract

Small and medium enterprises play a key role in achieving economic
development. This type of enterprises is able to significantly contribute in creating
more job opportunities, maximizing added value and increasing investments.
However, small and medium enterprises are facing various kinds of challenges that
do limit its performance. The most important challenge is related to financing. The
success of small and medium enterprises is closely related to its ability to obtain
adequate financial resources in addition to its ability to manage various interior and
exterior matters in relation with its activities. In this context, a variety of financing
alternatives are available to small and medium enterprises. These enterprises can
choose the most adequate ones based on its needs and capabilities. Moreover, a
multitude of financing organisms and financing programs have been put together
in order to help small and medium enterprises achieve their objectives.

In today’s context which is characterized by the scarcity of financial
resources, commercial banks can constitute one of the most important financing
alternatives. The latter can in fact provide small and medium enterprises with
investment loans, exploitation loans and exterior commerce facilitations. The
access to these financial resources is subject to strict selection criteria as these
banks incur considerable risks. Banks can in such situations ask small and medium
enterprises to provide personal and physicalguaranteesin order to cover the related
risks.

During this study, we have evaluated the contribution of one of these banks
in financing small and medium enterprises. It consists in the Bank of Agriculture
and Rural Development (Banque de I’ Agricultureet du Dévelopement Rural), Ain
Bessam Agency, code 457. We have concluded that this bank’s contribution in
financing small and medium enterprises is fairly acceptable and positive.

Key words:small and medium enterprises, commercial banks, financing, bank
loans.
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